ISSUES ON CONSENT
Sex consent campaign targets men
Stephen Cooper, a campaigner against wrongful rape conviction, said that "steps should be

taken by the man to say 'would you consent to sexual activity...
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/4803878.stm, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/low/uk _news/4803878.stm

Radio advertisements warning men that having sex without consent could lead to a
prison sentence have been launched by the Home Office.

The campaign, which will also use magazine adverts and posters, aims to reduce the number
of sex assaults that occur when a woman is very drunk.

It comes amid low conviction rates for rape cases in England and Wales.

The government may also change the law to allow juries to decide whether a woman was too
drunk to give consent.

The £500,000 campaign will be followed on 20 March by adverts in men's magazines,
stickers on condom machines and posters in pub toilets.

They will say that unless a woman actively says "yes" to sex then men must assume the
answer is "no".

'Onus on men'

Home Office Minister Fiona Mactaggart said she hoped the adverts would encourage women
to think that the law was on their side.

"For a long time, work to raise awareness of sexual violence has focused on the need for
women to take responsibility for their personal safety," she said.

"That is still important, but | believe that we need to start putting the onus onto men and make
them aware of their responsibilities."

Rachel Mostyn of Cosmopolitan Magazine, which in January conducted a survey among its
readers on their attitude to rape, said many respondents did not understand "the incredibly
complicated consent issue".

"They have been in situations where they're out on a date, they then go back to someone's
house for a coffee, things go on and then that person wants to have sex with them.

"They quite clearly say no but that person goes ahead anyway.
"Now, that's sex against their will, but they're still not sure whether that's rape or not."
She said she hoped the campaign would make men "take more responsibility".

Stephen Cooper, a campaigner against wrongful rape conviction, said that "steps should be
taken by the man to say 'would you consent to sexual activity later on in the evening'?"
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But if a woman was drunk, a man should not consider sleeping with her, he said.
"l think a lady is incapable of giving consent when she is drunk," he added.

According to Home Office figures, only 5.8% of reported rapes in 2004 resulted in a
conviction.

Attitudes towards rape have also been highlighted as a problem.

Research by Amnesty International last November found that one third of people in the UK
believed a woman was partially or completely to blame for being raped if she had behaved in
a flirtatious manner.

Men warned to check consent before sex
08:04am 8th March 2006

Young men need to be sure that a woman has consented to sex or risk being accused of
rape, a new campaign by the Home Office has warned.

The £500,000 campaign comes amid low conviction rates for rape cases in England and
Wales.

A Home Office spokeswoman said: "We are launching an awareness campaign on March 14
to help tackle rape by educating young men about the need to gain consent before having
sex."

The campaign will begin with two radio advertisements, followed on March 20 with magazine
advertisements and posters in men's washrooms in urban pubs and clubs, the spokeswoman
said.

She said the issue of consent was central to the Sexual Offences Act 2003, which stated that
a person must agree to sex by choice and have the freedom and capacity to make a choice.

"Giving consent is active not passive, and it's up to everyone to make sure that their partner
agrees to sexual activity," she said.

Solicitor General Mike O'Brien said the Home Office was also considering a change in the
rape laws to require juries to decide whether a woman who had consumed alcohol was too
drunk to give her consent.

In an interview for BBC Radio 4's File On Four, broadcast in part on this morning's Today
programme, Mr O'Brien said that redrafting the law would stop cases being thrown out by
judges and increase the number of convictions.

He said: "It may be that the legislation needs some clarification, because these sorts of
mistakes shouldn't be being made.

"l do think that there have been cases in which some extremely well-qualified judges and
barristers have taken a view on the law which was not the intention of Parliament."”
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George McAuley, chairman of the UK Men's Movement, accused Labour of a deeply-flawed
nanny-state misuse of taxpayers' money'.

He said men may have to resort to obtaining written ‘contracts’ or using their mobile phones to
film their partners consenting to sex.

"It is laden with potential for miscarriages of justice," he said.
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